
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1 450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/663,510 


09/16/2003 


Gantetsu Matsui 


82478-0500 


1865 



21611 7590 06/30/2005 

SNELL & WILMER LLP 
1920 MAIN STREET 
SUITE 1200 

IRVINE, CA 92614-7230 



EXAMINER 



PEACHES, RANDY 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2686 

DATE MAILED: 06/30/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



i 



PTO 90C (Rev 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/663,510 


Applicant(s) 

GANTETSU MATSUI 


Examiner 

Randy Peaches 


Art Unit 

2686 





« The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address •• 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1 . Claims 1-10, 12-13 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Erekson (U.S. Patent Number 6,622,018 B1). 



Regarding claims 1 and 15, Erekson discloses PDA (100), which reads on claimed 
"remote control device," that controls any of a plurality of apparatuses by transmitting a 
wireless control signal, which reads on claimed "remote control signal," for controlling a 
remote device in response to a user operation, comprising 9see column 2 lines 9-16 
lines 58-67): 

• a self-position detecting unit operable to detect a position, wherein a "position" is 
interpreted to be an area, of the remote control device and generate self-position 
information indicating the position. See column 7 lines 48-67 and column 8 lines 
25-41 ; 

• an apparatus specifying unit operable to specify one of the apparatuses as the 
remote device, which reads on claimed "target apparatus," based on the 
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generated self-position information and a predetermined criterion. See column 5 
lines 5-36; 

• a control operation detecting unit operable to detect a user operation. Column 4 
lines 25-41 and column 9 lines 8-17; and 

• a transmitting unit operable to transmit a said wireless control signal 
corresponding to the detected user operation. See column 7 lines 48-63. 

Regarding claim 2, according to claim 1, Erekson further discloses wherein a said PDA 
(100) comprises: 

• an apparatus position obtaining unit operable to obtain apparatus position 
information indicating positions of the apparatuses, wherein (see column 8 lines 
25-41) 

• the apparatus specifying unit specifies one of the apparatuses as the target 
apparatus based on the obtained apparatus position information. See column 5 
lines 5-36, and 

• the predetermined criterion is a positional relation between the remote control 
device and each of the apparatuses. See column 5 lines 1 -20. 

Regarding claim 3, according to claim 2, Erekson further discloses wherein the 
apparatus specifying unit specifies one of the apparatuses as the target apparatus 
based on a distance between the remote control device and each of the apparatuses, 
the distance being calculated by referring to the obtained apparatus position information 
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and the generated self-position information with the usage of Bluetooth technology. 
See column 5 lines 1-20, column 7 lines 48-63 and column 8 lines 33-41. 

Regarding claim 4, according to claim 3, Erekson further discloses wherein the 
apparatus specifying unit specifies, as the target apparatus, an apparatus that is closest 
in distance to the remote control device out of the apparatuses. See column 4 lines 54- 
62. 

Regarding claim 5, according to claim 3, Erekson further discloses wherein comprising: 

• a switch operation detecting unit operable to detect a user operation for switching 
the target apparatus, wherein (see column 6 lines 38-46) 

• when the switch operation detecting unit detects the user operation for switching 
the target apparatus after at least one of the apparatuses has already been 
specified, the apparatus specifying unit newly specifies, as the target apparatus, 
an apparatus that is next closest in distance to the remote control device with 
respect to a last specified apparatus. See column 5 lines 15-36 and column 6 
lines 38-64, and 

• the remote control signal transmitted from the transmitting unit is for controlling 
the newly specified apparatus and corresponding to the user operation detected 
by the controlling operation detecting unit. See column 8 lines 33-41 , 56-64. 
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Regarding claim 6, according to claim 5, Erekson further discloses wherein comprising: 
an apparatus information obtaining unit operable to obtain apparatus information 
corresponding to an apparatus specified as the target apparatus by the apparatus 
specifying unit. See column 9 lines 8-17; and 

an image displaying unit operable to display an image, every time the apparatus 
specifying unit newly specifies one of the apparatuses, based on the apparatus 
information corresponding to the newly specified apparatus. See column 9 lines 25-40 
and lines 54-67. 

Regarding claim 7, according to claim 6, Erekson further discloses wherein the 
apparatus information obtaining unit makes a request to the apparatus for the apparatus 
information of the apparatus and obtains the apparatus information from the apparatus 
by communicating with the apparatus specified by the apparatus specifying unit; and the 
transmitting unit transmits a remote control signal determined based on the obtained 
apparatus information corresponding to the newly specified apparatus, the remote 
control signal corresponding to the operation detected by the control operation detecting 
unit. See column 10 lines 1-10. 

Regarding claim 8, according to claim 5, Erekson further discloses wherein the switch 
operation detecting unit detects the user operation for switching the target apparatus by 
sensing a vibration stronger than a predetermined intensity. When the said user uses 
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the stylus, the stroke of the said stylus determines the control specific to the controlled 
device. See column 6 lines 5-20. 

Regarding claim 9, according to claim 3, Erekson further discloses wherein the self- 
position information also indicates a facing direction of the remote control device, the 
facing direction corresponding to a direction in which the transmitting unit transmits the 
remote control signals mainly. See column 5 liens 5-36, and 

• the apparatus specifying unit specifies, as the target apparatus, an apparatus 
that is closest in distance to the remote control device out of the apparatuses 
positioned in an area within a predetermined angle in the facing direction of the 
remote control device. See column 4 lines 54-62. 

Regarding claim 10, according to claim 3, Erekson further discloses wherein 
comprising: 

• a record storing unit operable to store an operation history of an apparatus 
specified as the target apparatus by the apparatus specifying unit, when the 
control operation detecting unit detects the user operation. See column 5 lines 
38-53, wherein 

• according to the operation history stored in the record storing unit, the apparatus 
specifying unit specifies, as the target apparatus, one of the apparatuses whose 
distance to the remote control device is closer than a predetermined distance. 
See column 5 lines 38-53. 
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Regarding claim 12, according to claim 2, Erekson further discloses wherein apparatus 
position obtaining unit obtains the apparatus position information by receiving position 
information from each of the apparatuses, the position information indicating the 
position of the each of the apparatuses, the apparatus position information being a 
collection of the position information. See column 4 liens 54-62 and column 5 lines 1- 
36. 

Regarding claim 13, according to claim f , Erekson further discloses wherein: an 
apparatus information obtaining unit operable to obtain operation information 
corresponding to an apparatus specified as the target apparatus by the apparatus 
specifying unit; and a display unit operable to display an image based on the operation 
information. See column 8 and 9 lines 33-41, lines 8-17 respectively. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Erekson 
(U.S. Patent Number 6,622,018 B1) in view of Larkins et al. (U.S. Patent Number 
6,091,957). 
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Regarding claim 14, Erekson discloses PDA (100), which reads on claimed "remote 
control device," that controls any of a plurality of apparatuses by transmitting a wireless 
control signal, which reads on claimed "remote control signal," for controlling a remote 
device in response to a user operation, comprising 9see column 2 lines 9-16 lines 58- 
67): 

• a self-position detecting unit operable to detect a position, wherein a "position" is 
interpreted to be an area, of the remote control device and generate self-position 
information indicating the position. See column 7 lines 48-67 and column 8 lines 
25-41 ; 

• an apparatus specifying unit operable to specify one of the apparatuses as the 
remote device, which reads on claimed "target apparatus," based on the 
generated self-position information and a predetermined criterion. See column 5 
lines 5-36; 

• a control operation detecting unit operable to detect a user operation. Column 4 
lines 25-41 and column 9 lines 8-17; and 

• a transmitting unit operable to transmit a said wireless control signal 
corresponding to the detected user operation. See column 7 lines 48-63. 

However Erekson fails to clearly disclose wherein the self-position obtaining unit 
generates the self-position information by calculating the position using a GPS function 
in which radiowaves from GPS satellites are utilized. 
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Larkins et al. discloses in column 1 lines 51-60 and column 2 lines 43-60 wherein 
a location of a device is determined and graphically represented utilizing the GPS 
signals from an orbiting satellite. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to modify the teachings of Erekson and Larkins et al. in order 
to provide a device capable of polling nearby remote device and determining the 
location of such by utilizing the GPS signals radiated from a GPS satellite. 

3. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Erekson 
(U.S. Patent Number 6,622,018 B1) in view of Tillgren et al. (U.S. Patent Number 
6,339,706). 

Regarding claim 11, according to claim 3, Erekson further discloses wherein the 
apparatus specifying unit specifies one of the apparatuses as the target apparatus 
based on a distance between the remote control device and each of the apparatuses, 
the distance being calculated by referring to the obtained apparatus position information 
and the generated self-position information with the usage of Bluetooth technology. 
See column 5 lines 1-20, column 7 lines 48-63 and column 8 lines 33-41. 

However Erekson fails to clearly disclose wherein a time unit for keeping time, 
wherein according to the time indicated by the time unit, the apparatus specifying unit 
specifies, as the target apparatus, one of the apparatuses whose distance to the remote 
control device is closer than a predetermined distance. 
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Tillgren et al. teaches in column 4 lines 48-65 of a system clock of a master 
device that determines the phase in the hopping sequence. Each of the respected 
devices have a system clock. This ensures that each of the respect device are properly 
aligned to the master clock 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to modify the teachings of Erekson and Tillgren et al. in order 
to properly align each of the respected clocks to the master device when detected as 
being controlled apparatus. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Randy Peaches whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7914. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha D. Banks-Harold can be reached on (571) 272-7905. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 



June 27, 2005 
Randy Peaches 



MARSHA D. BANKS-HAROLD 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



